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TOL. 9. 


Numb. 35. 


The Athenian Mercury: 


Saturday, March 25. 1693. 


Queft. 1.  F Hat think you of the Book of the Con- 

\ \ / feffion of John Theodore the Con- 

verted Few, at his Bapti{m, and 

whether thofe Arguments rhat he has brought, to prove that 

Fefus is the Meffias, as alfo the Trinity out of the Old Teft.a- 
ment, be conclufive ? 

Anlw. Tis fafficient for its Recommendation, that 
one of the greateft Divines of the Church of England 
has fpoken fo well of it. As for our Opinion, We 
know of no uninfpired Author that has done better 
asto a proof of Jefus Chrift being the Mefix ; this 
Convert being better read and acquainted then moft of 
our Divines in the Jewith Talmud, and Objections, 
himfe!f having been once a Teacher amongft them; and 
we are enclind to hope, that the Promife of God for 
the Calling home his Ancient People the Fews, is now in 
the Embrio; for ‘tis impoffible for any one amongft 
‘em, that pretends either to Scripture, or Reafon, after 
the reading of this Book, to expect the coming of ano- 
ther Meffias, all the Prophecies being fo evidently ful- 
filled in Fe(us Chri/t that relate to the Mefias: But as 
for the Proof of a Trinity, and with fuch a happy fuc- 
cefs, We have never yet met with any Author that pre- 
tended to do it, further than in promife, till chis 
Convert, (who beinga Jew, anda Teacher amongtt 
them, and thereby extreamly well acquainted with the 
Old Teftament, and the Opinions of the Rabbi's ) has 


‘done it with that Evidence and Perfpeeuity, as ( We 


think ) the moft Sceprical Perfon that is not prejudiced 
to Sacred Writ, can find no Obieétions againft. This 
Book we ferioufly recommend to all Chriftians to con- 
firm ’em inthis Truth, That ‘tis no fiction nor device of 
Cunning or Politick Men, to believe that all the Pro- 
phecies are fulfilled concerning the Coming and Office 
of the Afeffias, and chat that Jefus Chrift whom we 
Worthip is the true Meffias. As for the Jews, as we 
faid before, we hope this will be fuch a powerful and 
full Conviétion, that that Promife of an Univerfal Call 
will be fpeedily fulfilled; for fince the Gofpel is now 
planted in America, the fuilnels of the Gentiles is almoft 
perfected, perhaps wholly, fince it can hardly be 
fhow’d where the Gofpe] has not now been preach’d 
inthe whole Gentile World; We mean by Gentile, 
one that is not a Jew, the whole World being diftin- 
guith’d into Jew and Gentile, by the Apoftles, and down- 
wards. 


Queft. 2. Stones live, Plants live, Beajts live, Men 
live, Angels live, God liveth, what fujtains them, or is 
their Food ? ? 

Anfw. Here’sa ftrange fort of a Notion, and if we 
our felves might turn Querifts, We fhould ask how 
any one could think of fuch a thing. But to put the 
Matter in as clear a light as We can; Life is either that 
which is necefJary or communicated : By neceffary we mean 
the firft Principle or Origine of Life, and Self-exiftence, 
viz. God ; by communicated, we mean, that Soul or Life 
which God has endued Stones, Plants, Beasts, Men, 8c. 
with. It would be too long for the defign of this Pa- 
per to run thro’ the feveral Claffes of the Creation, 
and fhow how Minerals, Vegetatives, Animals, &c. live, 
or how they exert their feveral Functions; only in 
fhort we fay, as they are Beings, they re{ule from a 
firft Being, as they have Souls ( peculiar to their Or- 
gans ) or Life, they are influenced by the Eternal Mind, 
who 1s dife it felf, and communicates Life as he pleafes, 
As for the latrer part of the Queftion, Whar fuftains life, 
We Anfwer, the fir/t Life has Life in fe, or lives necef- 
farily, and therefore depends not on Food, @c. for 
continuation of Exiftence, all other derivative Beings 
‘sve either mediately or immediately ; by immediately we 


ee 


underftand, that immediate dependance they have oa 
their Author, without whofe Exiltence and Life nothing 
elle could exift or live one moment, but would return 
to its primitive Chaos: By mediate, we mean, that 
Chain of Caufes which God ufually works by, when 
having given every living thing fuch and fuch Powers, 
Organs, ¢c. he provides adapt and convevient Sup- 
plies for each, according to the Nature he has given it. 
It cannot be expeéted that we fhould here tell the Que- 
rift how the Febres of the Roots of Trees fuck in the 
Rain and radical moifture of the Earth, how that Suc- 
cus Nutricws is circulated, gc. and fo of the feveral 
Operations, Growth and Continuance of what the Que- 
rift calls Life in Stones, Plants, Animals, @-c. 


Queft. 3. I received the folowing Relation from a Gene 
tleman a Friend of mine, who was an Eye-witne{s of it : Be- 
ing w.ilking inthe ftreets of Dublin, be obferv'd a little Curr 
following a great Wolf-dog, barking at his heels, the Wolf-dog 
(as thinking it a Difhonour to concern bimilelf with {o inconfide- 
rable an Animal) only turn’d about, fhew'd him his Teeth, and 
then went forward as before; the little Dog {till follow'd him, and 
continu d his Barking, till at length be grew {o troublefome,that 
the Wolfdog took bim up by the back, and laying him in the ken- 
nel, lifted up his Legg and piffed upon him, then follow'd on ba 
way ; this feem’d to me fo pleafant and fo ftrange, that I could 
not forbear giving you an account of it, defiring to know if 
the Wolf-dog did not exprefs as great a fign of Contempt as 
a Manceuld have done. Gent. In giving me your Opinion 
inthis matter, you will Oblige your Humble Servant ? 

Anfw. As for the Humour of the Relation, We think 
itmay be ferviceable to fome melancholly Spirits to 
Jaugh at, but for the reft, We think it needs no An 


{wer. 


Queit. 4, If it were poffible for a bole to be cut thré the 
Diameter of the Earth, and a Milljtone, or other ponderous Bo- 
dy let fall from the Primum mobile perpendicular tothe {aid 
hole ; now becaufe it falls fiom fuch a vaft height, would nor 
the very force of its fall drive it quite thro’ the aforefaid hole. 
for certainly the higher the place is from which it falls, the 
more force it would fall with ? 

An(w. All Modern Philofophers agree, that *tis rhe 
preffure of the Atmofphere that forces Bodies towards 
the Center of the Earth; if therefore a Milltone was 
taken fo high as the Querift imagines, it would not 
fall at allto the Earth, but either remain there im. 
moveable, or tend to the next Star or Planet which 
moves about its Ceater, and fix there. 


Queft. 5. I have feen a Flint drinking.glafs that was 
cut round from the top to its foot, and if it was turned bor- 
tom upwards, it would part where it was cut, and as I may 
term it, hang inthe fafhion of a wild Worm, but when it 
ftood on the foot, it feemed like an entire whole Glafs: I 
prefume {uch are not Cut with a Diamond, thereforel hum- 
bly defire to know with what they are Cut, and bow ? 

Anjw. You may do it with the end ofa Fireftick held 
pretty near it, which will cut (alias break ) it accord- 
ing to the figure 6f the motion, either crolswife, fpi- 
rally,or any otherwife that you pleafe. 


Queft. 6. There is a Gentleman who has had as great 
Advantages of Ingenious Education as can be Imagin'd, but 
his Behaviour has fhewn nothing but an extream Vanity and 
Offentation, and rudene{s in engroffing all Di{courje to bim- 
felf, of bimfelf, bis Ddiftreffes, and bis Money, all which be 
wou'd fain raife an extraordinary Opinion of in others likes 
wile, the he knows at the fame time that she Company are 
fo well acquainted with his Circumftances, as to think there 


is no room, efpecially for bis bragging of them: He bas been 
[corn., 


(corned, laugh’d at, and reproved publickly and privately, yet 
is [till (0 incorvigibly perverfe and foolifhy that he perfifts 
even beyond Credibility ( where one is not a Witnefs ) to do 
what is altogether unaccountaple to every body befides himfelf, 
and all to make a Figure greater than he is : Your {peedy 
Advice, Gentlemen, is defir'd, how to Redrefs or Cure this 
Frenzy, after fo many Methods have fail'd ? 


An{w. It you pleafe, fhow him this Relation, it per- 
haps will Cure him ; if it proves fuccefslefs, fend but 
his Name, and we thali give him private Advice. 


Queit. 7. A Gentleman has lately been very unexpectedly 
dijappointed of bis Miftre[s, whom he paffionately loved, and 
Courted a long while, not without good Encouragement from 
the Lady and her Relations ; but juft as all things were draw- 
ing to a Conclufion, upon {ome difference the Match was ut- 
terly broken off : It was expected the Gentleman would have 
taken it {0 much to Heart, that be would have funk into deep 
Melancholy for the lofs of 4 Miftrefs that be {a entirely loved, 
but it has proved quite contrary ; be is feldom in Company, 
but he continues laughing, and feemingly Merry evento Ex- 
cefs ; and tho’ one would have thought be fhoutd have been 
glad to have forgotten what be was {ure be fhould never en- 
joy, yet om the contrary he is always difturbing the Ears of 
his Company ( whether Strangers or Acquaintance ) with the 
impertinent Hiftory of bis paft Courtfhip. This being as un- 
accountable as flrange to us, we are forced to apply our felves 
to you, defiring your Advice how to quiet this Gentleman, and 


make him fit for Society ? 

Anfw. ‘Tis only a Counterfeit Mirth, and if you can 
bring him Acquainted with the Gentleman in the laft 
Query, they will Cure one another by Antipathy. 


Queft. 8. Several Charitable Perfons did bequeath 
Lands, Tenements, and Confiderable Summs of Moneys, 
“the Produét whereof to be yearly diftributed to the 
Poor of a certain Corporation in the North of England, 
and did Conftitute the Mayor and Aldermen of the 
faid Corporation, Truftees for the Management, Im- 
provement and Diftribution thereof; which Truftees 
have fo il! difcharged their faid Truft, they are at this 
day in Arrears to the Poor above two thoufand 


Pounds. 


Gentlemen, 

I am at this time one of the abovefaid Truftees, and have 
been Mayor of the {2id Corporation, before which time I did 
often declare, and as xealoufly intend, that if ever I were 
Kleéted intothat Body, I would earneftly endeavour a Refor- 
mation of the abovefaid wrong done to the Poor ; but after 
my Advancement, I found twelve to one was toogreat Odds 
for my eafie Nature to grapple withal, and did willingly 
Aztter my (elf, that the Wrong being done before my time, 
the Sin would not lye at my Door ; but now am forc'd to 
take notice of the jut Fudgments of God upon feveral of the 
Truftees Families, not cne in ten of which have been truly 
Pro{perous this chirty Years ; and my (elf having many Chil- 
dren, would not willingly Entail a Cur{e upon them, and 
therefore defire your Advice, bow I may with a good Con- 


feienc difeharge thar part of the abovelaid Truff which is 
repofe i i7 me ? 

| ne ; 7 

Yor Advice will xc: only Oblige me, but feveral other 


Gentlemen who wiay fall nor the fame Circumftances, 
Anjw. Upon a fuppotition that this Relation is true, 
tis 2 Bufinefs of fo great Confequence, that it wou'd 
be a great Imprudence anc ‘ity in us to propofe 
an Expedient, efpecially fimc. cicre may be feveral Cir- 
cumftances that ought to 2 fully Examin’d, which by 
this fhort Letter we have little infight into. That there 
ought to be Reftitution, We need not dictate co fuch 
who undoubtedly know as well as our lelves, bur the 
manner how, We can’t Advife: All that We can fay, 
is, that it appears not moft reafonable to us, that you 
who are fenfible of the Injuftice, ought in your own 
Perfon to wait upon the Bithop for that ref{peétive Dio- 
cefs, and give him a full Account of thé whole Affair, 
defiring his Advice, and that he will intereft himfelf in 
the Reformation of the abufed Truft, which undoubt- 
edly he will do, being probably the greateft Oppor- 


tunity that ever wiil offer: it felf to him for the Ser- 
vice ‘of the Chriftian Religion. 


Queft. 9.. How fhall 1 take off Hair frommy Face, cr 
other part of my Body, or make it grow where ’tis wanting ? 

An(w. For the latter, you'll find it already anfwerd— 
For the former weighty Query, burn your Hair withthe 
flame of a good large Wax-candle, ( Tallow may do ) as it 
grows upon your Body ; if it comes again after the firft 
tryal, ben’t difcourag’d, but repeat the Operation, and 
very probably this may at laft anfwer .your defire, tho 
we confefs we can’t fay we have our felves ever yer 
made the Experiment. : 
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Adberttfements, 


or N Account of the Conver fitoz of Theo- 

dore John, a late Teacher among 
the JEWS, together with his Confeffion of the 
Chriftian Faith which he delivered immediate- 
ly before he was Baptized in the prefence of the 
Lutheran Congregation in the German-Churchin 
Little Trinity+ Lane, London. By Fokn Efdras Ed- 
zard, Minifter to the faid Church, on the twen- 
ty third Sunday after Trinity, being the 31th. of 
Oéfober, in the Year of our Lord God 1692. 
Tranflated out of High Dutch ¢ato Englith. 
Licenfed and Entered according to Order. 
Printed for Yobn Dunton at the Raven in the 
Poultvey. Price 6 d. 


1 Conference betwixt a Modern Atheift and his 

Friend. By the Methodizer of the Second 
SPIRA. Price éd. This Book is Printed in the fame 
ogg the Second Spira, that they might Bind up to- 
gether. 


a a* Earneft Call to Family Catechifing and Refor- 

mation: By a Reverend Divine. Several Mi- 
nifters and Private Chriftians perufing this Piece, ear- 
neftly moved for its Publication, which the Reverend 
Author at length Confenting to, the following PROPO- 
SAL is now made for the more genera! difperfing of it ; 
viz. That whatever Gentlemen will be fo Publick Spirit- 
ed, as to give Fifty of ‘em away, they fhall have that 
number deliver'd to’em for Twenty Shillings ftitcht up 
in Blew Paper, and ready Cut ; but as for others who buy 
Jeffer humbers, they muft not expeét ’em under Six Pence 
per Book. 


oF" He TRYALS of feveral WITCHES Jately Fxecu- 

ted in New-England, and of feveral remarka- 
ble Curiofities therein Occurring. By Cotton Mather. 
Publifhed by the Special Command of the Gover- 
nour. 


T % Second Volume of The Poff-Boy robl’d of his 
Mail, or the Pacquet broke open: To which 
are added feveral Ingenious Letters lately fent by feve- 
ral Gentlemen and Ladies to the Perfons concern’d in 
this Frollick ; as alfo Copies of thofe Private Letters 
that lately pafs'd between with Ofervations upon 

each Letter. Price bound 2 s. 6 d. 
All four Printed for ¥ohn-Duntom at the Raven in the 

P oultrey. 


Second Volume of Difcourfes or Sermons on fe- 
-& vera! Scriptures. By Ezekiel Hopkins, late Lord 
Bifhop of London-Derry. 


Prefent for Servants, from their Minifters, Ma- 
fters, or other Friends, efpecially in Countrey 
Parifhes. 
Both Printed for Nabhaniel Ranew, at the Kings-Arms 
in St. Paul’s Church-yard. 1693. 
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